




SHOP Talk
SPHS Library
Along with books we are collecting 
for our own garden library, there are 
also copies of past newsletters, past 
recipes, Edmonton Horticultural Society 
Newsletters and information from the 
Devonian Botanic Garden. We would like 
to encourage our members to use this 
source of information. We invite you to 
donate any extra books you may have.

If you would be interested in managing 
our library, please see Karen.

Check out the information from the 
Edmonton Naturalization Group —w 
posted on the display board at the front 
of the room.

GUEST SPEAKERS 
for the year
September 7
Dr. Ieuan Evans — Growing Lilies — 
Martagons, Asiatics,Species. He is hoping 
to have a variety of these lilies to sell at 
the meeting,

Odds and Ends Message from the 
President
continued from cover

The Yard and Garden tour 
is coming up fast — a great 
weekend activity to do in July. 
Make your plans to take in this 
event to support the society but 
also to get first-hand knowledge 
from fellow gardeners around 
Stony Plain and Spruce Grove. 
Thank you to Pat Munch and 
Diane Coulthard for their hard 
work towards this annual event. 
August brings us our annual 
society picnic. It is nice to see 
everyone again as we head into 
fall. It is always a treat to taste 
the wonderful food everyone 
has prepared. This social event 
is a great place to catch up on 
the summer activities we like to 
enjoy. The meeting nights are 
often quite busy so make an 
effort to come to the picnic to 
get to know your fellow society 
members. 

There are some lovely flowers 
blooming in my yard at the 
moment. It is a welcome change 
from the dull days of winter. 
The bright yellow alyssum, the 
burgundy irises, the arctic phlox, 
the prairie crocus and the tulips 
all give me hope that another 
season has come and gone and 
that the growing season is upon 
us again. It is hard to explain 
what drives us to keep planting 
year after year and season after 
season. For the gardener in me 
it some unexplainable passion 
to see the life that comes from 
a small seed, and the joy on the 
kids faces as they plant flowers 
and vegetable and wonder what 
these little things will become. 
It is the anticipation of eating 
fresh tasty fruits and vegetable 
that I have produced with my 
own hard work. Whatever the 
reason you might have for 
planting, weeding, watering 
and harvesting, may you all have 
an enjoyable and rewarding 
gardening season.

— Karen Berglund

Helpful hints

Helpful Hints from an 
amateur gardener:
•	 Coffee filters from the $Store can be 

used in the bottom of pots to keep 
the soil from escaping.

•	 Construction shims (from your 
local hardware store) are great for 
garden stakes. Write on them with 
permanent mark. I have tried pieces 
of venetian blind, but mine faded 
before the season was over.

•	 Garden stakes won’t fade as rapidly 
if you face them north.

•	  Hen and Chicks make great potted 
plants for decks and balconies — 
require minimal watering if 
you are away a lot, and help to 
conserve water.

•	 Organize your garden shed with 
broom clips (the ones with the two 
little wheels that you use in your 
broom closet to organize brooms) 
— great for rakes, etc. that are 
always falling over.

•	 Take photographs in your garden 
for a record of where new plants 
are, and when plants bloom each 
year. Good for recording weather 
conditions too — late snow 
storms, hail storms, tree damage. 
Don’t forget to set the date on 
your camera.

•	 I hope you have remembered to put 
a dishpan in your sink to catch your 
kitchen ‘grey’ water. Its amazing 
how much water you use to wash 
an apple, etc. Your trees and 
flowerbeds will love you.

— by Diane Coulthard

MEMBER’S PICKS

Favourite Vegetable Varieties: 
Patio pickles, Detroit red beets

Favourite Fruit Varieties 
Boyne Raspberry

Favourite Flower Varieties 
Red Pirorette petunia, Morden roses, 
osteospermum

Favourite Herb Varieties 
Sweet basil. Forest Green Parsley 

Garden Tips 
Copper wire around flowers keeps 
slugs away. Banana peels worked 
into the soil around roses gives 
added nutrients to the soil.

— by Janice Nickolson

Forget Me Not Greenhouse 
(780-963-8162) and Grove Valley 
Gardens (780-962-3783) are open 
for business. Show your S.P.H.S. 
membership card and get 10% off 
plant material. This applies to Forget 
Me Not Greenhouse — you must 
show your card before items are rung 
in at the till.

Karen Berglund — Tomato plants 
for sale as well as assorted other 
annuals and perennials.

Sell trade
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History and Trivia

October 1981 Alberta Horticulturist
Maureen White Memorial Essay Contest

The Alberta Horticultural Association is sponsoring the 
first annual Maureen White Memorial Essay Contest. The 
purpose of the contest is to encourage a horticultural 
interest in young people.

The contest is open to all grade 10 students. The 
theme of the essay is to be “what horticulture means 
to me” and the composition should be approximately 
1500 words.

Testing Your KNOWLEDGE 
Question for June
How much does an annual membership cost to the 
Edmonton Horticultural Society?

Answer to May Question
How many acres are there to explore at the 
Devonian Botanic Garden?

There are 190 acres of display gardens, natural areas, 
ecological preserves, indoor show houses, butterflies 
and more

Green thumb

Onion Maggot Problem
While looking through my annual flowers in the 
greenhouse I came across a tray of scaevola, a plant 
that no one has ever asked me about. This lovely 
annual has a welcome place in my yard and it can 
be seen in pots around town that I have planted. 
This annual has the ability to thrive in hot dry 
situations. It produces tiny, blue or white, fan-shaped 
flowers on curving branches throughout the season. 
Scaevola is a fast-growing and undemanding plant 
native to Tasmania and parts of Australia. Once you 
have discovered this great annual you will want 
to plant it year after year. This annual is usually 
propagated by cuttings. The best use for this plant is 
in hanging baskets, window boxes, patio pots 
and planters.

In Lois Holes “Bedding Plant 
Favorites” it is recommended to 
plant scaevola in a mixed planter 
with geraniums and dracaenas.


